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[57] ABSTRACT

A matrixed, optical keyboard comprising structure 10
defining an array of touch areas 14 arranged in rows 16
and columns 17, and paired light sources and light sen-
sors 20, 22 disposed at opposite ends of each row and
each column and positioned to define a path of light.
Light refocussing elements 24 are disposed contigu-
ously about and define the touch areas and extend into
the light path thereby refocussing the light beam prior
to traversing each touch area and prior to impinging on
the associated light sensor. In one embodiment, the
keyboard and light refocussing elements are integrally
molded and form a unitary structure. In another em-
bodiment, the keyboard is formed with structure for
maintaining an indicia card 44 behind and in alignment
with the touch areas so that indicia area 44a are visible
through the touch areas 14'.
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